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Ear old: 

You as3:ed for some further corameat on the base of 399. 1 cannot 

add inucli to vihat I have alreadjr said until 1 see the base itself or 
another good pictui*e of the base than the one that _i have. On the 
basis of information contained in that picture, wuich is of excellent 
quality, it is ray firm opinion that 399 lost no subsu^ee whatever 
at the base except in the area of the conical crater that I poined 

iiinips in the base indicate onlj'- the flov«! of lead out the base 
Eli: the tiiae when 399 impacted with something. i*he same t;/pe ox xlow, 
v.'ith soraehat less disruption of the surface, is visible at the bases 
oj? Frazier’s two test bullets (v^hich v.'ei'’e i*ii‘ed into cotton battxni^/ 
and of Olivier's test bullet (which was fi red in to a goatearoas and 
did not strike bone). On the base of 399 ikiaiULoao p w w k xj i x k i b i itx xxxx 
Roffmen’s pictui’e shows no flattened areas, no striations, no 
evidence whatever that the ba.se rubbed against somethirg hard that 
toolr any substance xrom it. — viev/ of the base itself or oj. t-nother 
picture shoving the bssi in different light might cause me to chim; e 
ray opinion, but ss of this raoraent I think that 399 had lost no fr ament 
or fragments 'hen it reached Frasier's hands. IT one. 

Because this matter is exceedingly important and because T'ou 
want it tested in coui't, I xu’ge you by all neaus to check carefully 
’’sith others and see if you get a refutation of m’/ oumion. if j ou 
find someone v.hosoys that that bullet can have lost even u single _ ' 
fragraent from any other piece than the conical crater, then ask him 
^/here ; wlien you find ou*b, tell me, for I can find no suen nlt^oe 

in Hoffman's *good photo of 399. 

The flaice or fx*af;ment that caxiie off during photographing for 
Thompson undoubtedly came from tne conical crater. In mailing these 
tiny craters, 1 often got little bits at the bottom of the crater or 
along the rim of its widest margin, bits \.hich could easily come off 
;)ust by gently rubbing the finger aci*oss the base. 

Roffman’s pictui-e does not show the crack in the base very v.-ell, 
but I doubt vhether a better photo of it v.ould cause me to chraige my^ 
Tiev/, since the crack appears to be ,1ust that --a crack, nnd if lui^thxn^ 
crime from it (I don’t see how anything could) then it cannot have been 
bigger than a speck of dust. 


I ^vould like to hare two things to fill exit my information: 

(l) cn unfilled Viestern Cartridge Co. bullet, for I am not 

absolutely certain of the conf if-uration of the base before 
firing. I could explain some physics of the lead flow if 
I v.hrt an unf ired bullet looked like at the base. 

(n) Your ohoto of the base, both because it might contain info 
thrt, i GO r 40 t net out of Hoffman’s photo, and so that 
can have the same item of reference. Either 

send me the photo itself for nsffKE copying, or sent me the 
muaber by wEich the -i^rchives designates it, so that I can 
et a copy from the .-r chives. 1 am nox very huii<^ry to 
learn ell I ctui :.ibout the base. 


Again, it is exti'emel^/ important that you .t-et the opinion of others 
before you have the matter tested in court. Once you are assured that 
the opinion is correct iind irrefutable, then you can even put Frazier 
on the stand and have him render an opinion-- \nat a dance we would 
see th^n. 
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